
Jesus, the Teacher 
Col. 1:18, I Cor. 12:12-20. Mark 12:28-31, 41-44 (NIV) 

Colossians 

18 And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among 
the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy.  

 

I Cor 

12 What I mean is this: One of you says, “I follow Paul”; another, “I follow 
Apollos”; another, “I follow Cephas”; still another, “I follow Christ.” 

13 Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Were you baptized in the name of 
Paul? 14 I thank God that I did not baptize any of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15 so no 
one can say that you were baptized in my name. 16 (Yes, I also baptized the household of 
Stephanas; beyond that, I don’t remember if I baptized anyone else.) 17 For Christ did not 
send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel—not with wisdom and eloquence, lest the 
cross of Christ be emptied of its power. 

Christ Crucified Is God’s Power and Wisdom 

18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who 
are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written: 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; 
    the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate.” 
20 Where is the wise person? Where is the teacher of the law? Where is the philosopher 
of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 

Mark 

28 One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing that Jesus 
had given them a good answer, he asked him, “Of all the commandments, which is the 
most important?” 

29 “The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, 
the Lord is one. 30 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind and with all your strength.’ 31 The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor 
as yourself.’ There is no commandment greater than these.” 

41 Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched the 
crowd putting their money into the temple treasury. Many rich people threw in large 



amounts. 42 But a poor widow came and put in two very small copper coins, worth only a 
few cents. 

43 Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put more 
into the treasury than all the others. 44 They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of 
her poverty, put in everything—all she had to live on.” 

 


